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Southern Chapter Upcoming Events:

!!! NOTICE !!!
The October 27th - Autocross day in White City
HAS BEEN CANCELLED
and will be rescheduled for Spring 2008.
•

November 10th -Tech session at Specialized
Auto - see page 18 of this issue for details.
January 5th - Welcome the New Year Party at the
Applegate River Lodge.

Classifieds
1) Oil return tubes.
four gently used
tubes from a '68 911.
Some assembly required. Free. You
pay shipping.
2) Porsche Hot
Wheels/Matchbox.
Probably over a
hundred. Most still
in original box. Mainly from the mid-90's and newer.
Contact John Thompson for pictures and prices.
(541)342-5446 twoducks@att.net
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Greetings from the
Southland
By: Dave Hamann

Well the driving season is
winding down. We had a
great tour last month to the
Oktoberfest in Wolf Creek
and the Autocross is coming up on 10/27. We have one
more scheduled event in November with the Tech session at Specialized Foreign. Then we’re into the Holidays and before you know it, the Welcome the New
Year dinner on Jan 5, 2008! Man, where do the years
go??
Also this time of year we come to election time. The
current Board has agreed to stay on if no one else
wants to run. The ballot will be in this issue. Please
vote, it’s your Club. One of the positions on the Board
is the Southern Chapter Representative. It’s an appointed position and not voted on by the members. As
most of you may know, Cokie and I have been on the
Board in one position or another for 10 years now. We
are completing our second stint as Chapter Reps. We
could use a break. I’ll still be on the Board as past
President, so we would really appreciate someone else
stepping into the Chapter Rep role next year. We’d just
like to be participants for awhile. The position has become more of a helper instead of the main organizer
the past year or so as members have really stepped in
to run individual events. If you’d like to take it on, let us
know. If no one steps up, I guess we’ll continue on as
we enjoy getting together with you all every month.
Guess that’s it for now.
Take care and we’ll see you down the road.
Dave
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Prez Sez
By: John Thompson

I’ve got to admit, I a bit embarrassed that I missed writing an article for last months Auspuff. I am
not sure what happened and I am
glad (saddened?) that no one sent
emails concerning my absence.
This year has been a much more
Porsche-involved year for me and I thank Mike McMahan for
that. Not having to plan and lead the monthly events has
freed up my time to allow me to focus on finishing my wife’s
future car, a ‘68 911. I enjoy working on the car and spend
much of my free time doing so. Part of me feels guilty about
the time I spend with the car. No, it‘s not my time away from
my wife. I am only out in the garage for a couple hours a
night, it is my time away from taking part in our monthly
events. Mike has put together some great drives most of
which I‘ve only tagged along for part of the way. The flip
side is once the 911 is done, I think it will be a much better
car to take on events, after all it is 2 years newer than our
current car. Speaking of newer, anyone attending a Cascade Region event should take notice that newer cars seem
all the rage. Everyone is turning up with newer cars. The
positive with this is that we have been getting good turnout
at events. Borderline phenomenal at some. It seems that
each one has had a couple new faces who are all driving
newer cars. I ask, where have all the old cars gone? By old,
I mean older than mid-late ‘80’s. I’ve only seen a handful
participate this year. Those cars have to be somewhere,
right?
Part of me understands the switch to the new-fangled cars.
Yes, they have wonderful things like a/c, cruise control,
heated seats, great sound systems, blinding headlamps,
sound deadening, galvanized bodies, and modern heating.
One can arrive after a 200 mile drive and almost feel refreshed. As much as I enjoy driving my ‘66 912, a 200 mile
drive in the 912 leaves me anything but refreshed. What
happened to the good ole days of smelling like exhaust and
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back pains from unsupportive seats? Yes, there are times, I
think about how nice it would be to have a new Cayman. To
be able to drive in the rain and not worry about your car
melting. That would be nice. A defroster that works. Yeah,
that’d be nice too. This might sound crazy, but the 912 is
like a well worn pair of shoes. No, it doesn’t smell, it just
feels right. As our cars get older, if taken care of, they age
gracefully. It is hard to imagine in forty years we’ll talk of
how cars used to have things like power steering, disc
brakes, seat belts, and water cooling. Today’s new Boxster
won’t be new anymore.
New or old, one thing all our cars share is that they are still a
blast to drive. Winter’s a comin’ so you better keep that right
foot on the gas and have the ankle burners on high. Next
year, the good ole days will be sporting a fresh coat of tangerine, have the top down, and be grinning from ear-to-ear.
See you on the road.

Happy Holidays!
Wishing you warmth, love,
and friendship this
Coldwell Banker
Doran Taylor, Inc.
550 NE E St., Grants Pass, OR 97526
Office: 541-479-8331 / Cell: 541-218-7819
Toll free: 800-866-9146

Specializing in
Southern Oregon
Real Estate

Laurel Merkel
Realtor/Broker
Expect the best!

541-218-7819

Independently owned & operated
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Oktoberfest 2007
By: Dave Hamann

It was a dark and stormy
night…..
Luckily our Oktoberfest
tour wasn’t until the next
day!
Friday was miserable and Sunday was too. But Saturday Sept 29th was a beautiful day. The Porsche Gods
smiled on us once again.
We met at Barnes & Noble, our usual spot. 20 beautiful
cars showed up by the 10 am start time.
We headed out to enjoy the
beautiful Fall foliage on
our way to Wolf Creek for
the Oktoberfest celebration. One of our members,
Mike Knox, plays tuba in
one of the Oktoberfest
bands. He is the one who
laid out our route for us
and made all the arrangements for us at the festival.
Cokie and I led the tour as
Mike had to head to Wolf
Creek for the Parade. We
took a beautiful route out
through the Table rocks and
then took the back way into
Wimer and Rogue River. A
blue sky day, fall colors and
20 Porsches on a nice winding road!
We ended the first part of our tour at the Valley of the
Rogue wayside. It gave folks a chance to stretch and
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take a “bio” break. We met
up with Linda & Bill Bein
and their little dog Ginger
there. Linda is our Zone 6
PCA Rep and they drove
down from Bend to join us.
It was good to see them
again. Being so far away
they aren’t able to make
many of our tours so it’s always special when they do.
Leaving the rest area we headed toward Grants Pass via
the old Hwy,then out to Murphy and Wilderville. More
Fall colors! Then the back roads to Merlin and on out to
Hugo. From there it was a short drive on I-5 to Wolf
Creek. The festival was in full swing when we arrived.
Mike had made arrangements for us to have VIP parking
in the middle of the festivities. It was pretty cool to have
Security pull aside the fence and have us all drive
slowly through the crowd as they all Ohhed and Ahhhed
at our cars. Our 15 seconds of fame!
We parked in
the special lot
and people
came to look at
the cars. From
that point,
folks were on
their own.
There were 3
stages with
music, large
tents with food,
crafts booths
and good German beer. All and all it was a great day
with a fun group of people. Many thanks to Mike for setting it up and to all the participants who came along.
Prosit!!
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2008 Cascade Region Board election ballot
President - John Thompson
Vice President - Doug Stone
Write in _________________ Write in ___________________
Secretary - Dave Duarte
Treasurer - Jim Scheffel
Write in __________________ Write in ___________________
Or email your choices to : douglas.stone@charter.net with Cascade
Election in the subject line. Please include your name and PCA membership #. Past President and the Central & Southern Chapter Reps
are appointed positions.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - fold here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - fold here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ) Affix (
) Postage (
) Here (
----------------

Cascade PCA Elections
c/o Doug Stone
260 Princeville Dr
Eagle Point, OR 97524
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Can you identify this month’s car?
This foreign 2
seater was
build between
1962 - 1965. It
had a 1600 cc
overhead cam
engine with
either 106 or
129 SAE
horsepower
and a five
speed transmission. We need both the name of the manufacturer
and the correct model name.
Email or call Ole before Oct 31st with your answer
NIMBUS@CHARTER.NET or 541-472-1537

And from last month, the answer is ….
Facel Vega Facellia [Facel III]
My apologies for inadvertently omitting the contact
information and deadline. No responses were received.
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Tech Session: Oil Return Tubes
By: John Thompson
In the quest for added content for our newsletter, I felt my
recent project warranted me spending some time documenting the process. The quick-witted will note that this project
does not pertain to my 912, but instead the wife‘s future car:
‘68 911 Targa. This project has been a few years in the making and we are starting to see some headway. My short little
tech session is to show you how relatively easy it Is to replace your oil return
tubes. Let me preface this by saying
that I was working on
an engine that was
out of the car and at a
more easily accessible height. Secondly,
I had removed the
heat exchangers to
replace them with
units that were not
Picture 1
quite as hole-y.
Why would one want to replace their oil return tubes, what
are they, and what do they do? Good questions. That must
mean yours are not leaking. For those who have leaky oil
return tubes, the reason is very apparent.
These function to
drain the oil from the
head (picture 1) back
to the sump (picture
2) where the circulation process starts
over. As the seals
degrade with heat
and time, oil, that
miracle of lubrication, finds its way
through the “o“
rings and onto your
Picture 2
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heat exchanges and garage floor. The garage floor is manageable since you probably already have a pan under there
to catch the myriad of other oil leaks that your car uses to
mark its territory. But the oil that leaks on the heat exchangers presents more of a problem unless you are trying to replicate the smoke screen scene from a James Bond movie. In
combination with potentially hole-y heat exchangers, fumes
from this burning oil can find its way into your cabin and be
a potential health hazard. If your health isn‘t the final straw
for replacing leaking oil return tubes, then the soot which
might be creating a nice protective blanket over the back
end of you car should be enough incentive. If you have a
leaky oil return tube, hopefully it hasn’t progressed to the
extent of the latter two extremes.
My decision was
more of a preemptive strike. I
don‘t know for certain these were leaking, but a little evidence said they
could be and since
the engine was out
and my dad had a
free-for me set of
new collapsible rePicture 3
turn tubes, I felt it
would be worth my
time. As for products, you can buy two types of oil return
tubes. One is a solid tube exactly like the factory one. It is
for use when you are taking the engine apart (removing the
heads). I did not go to that extent, so I opted for the more
widely used collapsible (expandable) type from Weltmeister.
While mine were hand-me-downs from my father, you can
buy these on-line, mail order, or through your local Porsche
repair shop. In checking a mail order outfit, a set of four will
drain your wallet of around $100. The collapsible tubes
have a bonus advantage in that they sell replacement “o“
rings should they develop a leak in the future. So in a sense
they are more environmentally responsible in that they can
be reused. It is always nice to know you are doing someSept / Oct - 13

thing positive for our planet.
I did not go into this project uneducated and the Pelican
Parts website gave me great insight into what I would be attempting. The website laid out a process that could easily
be followed made me believe this project was well within my
level of ability. I subscribed to the remove-one and reinstall-one method. If I couldn’t replace one, I felt it was better
to not have removed the others yet. I also made sure I had
all the tools I felt I would need laid out and ready for service.
I wanted to see how quickly I (we) could get this done. Picture 3 shows the tools I thought I would need. These consisted of four new oil return tubes, a pair of slip joint pliers
(channel locks), an external snap ring tool, two hose clamps,
phillips head screw driver (for hose clamps), socket and
driver (for hose clamps), a hand-ratcheting bar clamp, aviation shears (tin snips), and Sil Glyde.
Ok, enough small talk, it is time to get the hands dirty.
Quick safety note! If you are working under a car which has
been raised with jacks, please make sure you use jack
stands or some other form of solid blocking to prevent the
car from falling on you. I was lucky to have the engine out
and most of the components removed so access to everything was very easy. I have read accounts of this project
being accomplished with out the removal of the heat exchangers or muffler, but I can’t imagine it being easy. If you
do remove the heat exchangers, be very careful to not break
off any of your exhaust
studs. I was fortunate
and had none break. I
did need to replace a
few studs that unscrewed from the case
being rusted to the nuts.
Draining you engine oil
also will help cut down
on the messy-ness factor. Having a roll of
shop towels handy is
smart since there will be
some oil and grime to
Picture 4
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clean. The first use of shop towels was to clean the tubes
and the area surround them. I found using carburetor cleaning fluid broke down the oily, grime-y gunk that was on the
bottom of the engine. I paid special attention to where the
tubes were seated.
Using the pliers, I
crushed the old
tube near its middle (picture 4). I
was surprised at
how easily this
crushed. These
must be made of
Picture 5
aluminum or I’ve
been eating my Wheaties. Once this was crushed, I used the
snips to cut through the tube (picture 5). I was also surprised at how easy this was. Once the tube was cut in half,
the two halves were easily removed. Once the tube was removed, I carefully cleaned out the holes to get any remaining debris out of the way (picture 6).
Following the suggestions from the internet, I found the installation to be almost as easy as removal. Sil Glyde (from
Napa) was recommended to lubricate the “o” rings. It
seemed to work fine. I also used the idea of hose clamps as
a pushing
device.
While at
Napa, I purchased two
of these.
The biggest
trick with
the installation was
how you get
both ends
seated. One
end is easy
because
you can
Picture 6
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wiggle the tube
around a bit to get
the end seated in the
hole. The remaining
end is more difficult.
The collapsible
tubes have a shoulder on them which I
believe is for use
with a factory-style
installation tool.
This shoulder can
also be used as a
stop for the hose

Picture 7

clamps. I put the clamps on the tube
beforehand and only loosely snugged them to prevent damaging the
new tube (picture 7). These hose
clamps give you a larger area to
push on. As mentioned on the internet, I tried a bar clamp in reverse, but
found I didn’t have the right clamp or
enough room to work. I dug though
my tools and found one that looked
like it would work. I am not sure
what it is used for, being a combinaPicture 8
tion of a c-clamp and vise grips. Its
perfect feature was in that it can be used as a spreader as
well as a clamper. This spreading action would allow me to
put pressure on each
hose clamp and spread
the tube apart until both
ends were properly
seated (picture 8).

Picture 9

Once I had both ends
seated, I removed the
hose clamps. Then using the snap ring tool, I
slid the circlip (snap
ring) into the groove
which is machined into
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the tube. If the tube isn’t fully extended, the groove is not
accessible. With the circlip in place, the tube cannot collapse (picture 9). Since there is a flow direction for the oil
returning to the sump, it is important to note the smaller diameter portion of the tube should be inserted into the head
and the larger diameter into the block. This is to prevent the
oil from trying to flow underneath the smaller diameter tube
(see diagram below).

After the first tube was in, my assistant and I one-by-one replaced the remaining oil return tubes. I did find my final tool
list was slightly different than my initial one (picture 10).
Overall, this project took my dad
and I just over an
hour and a half
and was more
about having the
right tools than
having a superb
mechanical aptitude. If you have
diagnosed leaky
oil return tubes, I
would recomPicture 10
mend this as a
true do-it-yourself project. Time and the garage floor will tell
me how successful this project was. --Sept / Oct - 17

Tech Session - Nov 10th
Join us for a tech session hosted by Russ Sanger and
his staff at Specialized Foreign Car Service in Medford.
Specialized has all the latest diagnostic tools and systems to diagnose the newer models and lots of experience in working on the pre-computer equipped models.
Russ will put one member’s late model Boxster up on a
lift for a bit of show and tell. Learn about your car’s required maintenance and where to look for signs of
problems before they become more costly to fix. Russ
will also give a demonstration of some of the diagnostic systems and tools he has at his disposal.
We’ll meet at the Specialized facility at 10 am on Saturday, November 10, 2007.

893 Beatty Street * Medford, OR 97501 * (541) 776776-2922
Everything from routine, scheduled maintenance and repair as
well as complete overhauls, upgrades and custom modifications
20 years experience with Porsche and all makes of exotic and
collectable cars
Get great quality service locally without the dealer price
Serving quality car owners in the Medford area since 1987
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Address Service Requested

Dan Stubblefield
Cascade Region, PCA
1111 Highwood Drive
Ashland, OR 97520
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